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Chapter 1 The Paulownia Court (/8AR1E)

In a certain reign there was
a lady not of the first rank
whom the emperor loved

more than any of the others.

EXANENR, EFEHHA
—rR—FINLZLT, MESH
BREN L, —

The grand ladies with high
ambitions thought her a
presumptuous upstart, and
lesser ladies were still more

resentful. —

ARLEEEF AN FIRI TN TIA A
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Chapter 1 The Paulownia Court (/8AR1E)

wE—NMEIENELF, M
ER— B33 1M E a5

LY

/BN o

Everything she did offended
someone. Probably aware
of what was happening, she
fell seriously ill and came to
spend more time at home
than at court. —

it P EY — tERE L T K LE
Ao WREERTE| T1IEER
SRS, EmEER, E
ZHEEFEREMIEE
ZE, —




Chapter 1 The Paulownia Court (724 )

The emperor’s pity and
affection quite passed
bounds. —
EFNREEESEET
TR —

No longer caring what his
ladies and courtiers might
say, he behaved as if intent
upon stirring gossip.
fttABESMINZETKRE
Tl gER LT 2, RMEF
HRNEZE S EHSEFE.

His court looked with very

great misgiving upon what
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Chapter 1 The Paulownia Court (/84R1E)

seemed a reckless
infatuation. —

feREA R IR E B E
UEFRIETT,

In China just such an
unreasoning passion had
been the undoing of an
emperor and had spread
turmoil through the land. —

FEPE, IEEXMIinRIR
BEXN T UETHEK,
AR T7EEL. —

As the resentment grew, the

example of Yang Kuei-fel
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Chapter 1 The Paulownia Court (/IAR#)

was the one most frequently
cited against the lady.
fEEARRAVIER, ML
Pl F2EHARRIIXUY
I,

She survived despite her
troubles, with the help of an
unprecedented bounty of
love. —

REEEMMEIR, HES
RINZNERBT=EFTT
Ko —

Her father, a grand

councillor, was no longer
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Chapter 1 The Paulownia Court (#2AR{#)

living. —

WHRFE, —IKELR, B
zEt, —

Her mother, an old-
fashioned lady of good
lineage, was determined
that matters be no different
for her than for ladies who
with paternal support were
making careers at court. —
WRRE, —UERINES
RIFHIZ L, REILHAYS
BAETFREERFERFFT
ERRE LREMNT T, —
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Chapter 1 The Paulownia Court (/8AR1E)

The mother was attentive to
the smallest detail of

etiquette and deportment.

EYASEINEIRIE IR Iu: OEL!
M EIEE RiE, —

Yet there was a limit to what

she could do. —

FATMMFTEEMEItBIR, —

The sad fact was that the
girl was without strong
backing, and each time a
new incident arose she was

next to defenseless.
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Chapter 1 The Paulownia Court (/Af#)
SAETHELBXU L &
RBBANSE, BERE
VS, el L=
1 WAP

It may have been because
of a bond in a former life
that she bore the emperor a
beautiful son, a jewel
beyond compare. —
WITERITERVESY, WS
BE T —IMEMALLAIIL
¥, — 1 ESRENEE,
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Chapter 1 The Paulownia Court (/8AR1E)

The emperor was in a fever
of impatience to see the
child, still with the mother’s
family; —
EFEAN S fFH A8 D2 AR
1Z+F, ZFEERFEFE
F; —

and when, on the earliest
day possible, he was
brought to court, he did
Indeed prove to be a most

marvelous babe. —

SfZFERAERN—XHK
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Chapter 1 The Paulownia Court (/84R1E)

TR EER, ftAYREIERRZE
— P EEHFNE)L. —

The emperor’s eldest son

was the grandson of the
Minister of the Right. The
world assumed that with this
powerful support he would
one day be named crown
prince; —
EFHRFERARERIAN
*, HAAAEEXMEA
<¥F, MBEEH—HSWE
Af; —
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Chapter 1 The Paulownia Court (/84R1E)

but the new child was far

more beautiful. —

(B ERZFAEINSEM,

On public occasions the
emperor continued to favor
his eldest son. —
Exfing, EFNARE
ik, —

The new child was a private
treasure, so to speak, on
which to lavish uninhibited

affection.

FrERIZF P LA ZE — 1 FA
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Chapter 1 The Paulownia Court (/8#F#)

ARIZE, nJCAZE LT
HEEE,

The mother was not of such
a low rank as to attend
upon the emperor’s
personal needs. —
BENBOANMEN, 12
T EHREFTHIPTAFT K, —

In the general view she
belonged to the upper

classes. —

AR =A, WETF L
s, —
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Chapter 1 The Paulownia Court (/84R1E)

He insisted on having her
always beside him,
however, and on nights
when there was music or
other entertainment he
would require that she be
present. —

7R, fthBI5E—BI5MmMN
£518, AEEREAE IR
RV, i EKME
17, —

Sometimes the two of them
would sleep late, and even

after they had risen he
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Chapter 1 The Paulownia Court (/84R1E)

would not let her go. —
Bt TR ASERR
iR, ERBEMEARF, —

Because of his
unreasonable demands she
was widely held to have
fallen into immoderate
habits out of keeping with
her rank.

BTt ASIERNZENR, MR
[TZZINABATSEmSMA
TR SR,

With the birth of the son, it
became yet clearer that she
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